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Recommendation Summary





Dollars in Thousands


	Annual FTEs	General Fund-State	Other Funds	Total Funds


         


1995-97 Expenditure Authority	715.0	14,746	63,384	78,130


	        


Total Maintenance Level	702.7	14,333	62,625	76,958


Difference	(12.3)	(413)	(759)	(1,172)


Percent Change from Current Biennium	(1.7)%	(2.8)%	(1.2)%	(1.5)%


     


Performance Changes


Retrospective Rating Refund	184	184


Computer Services Staffing	3.0	5	312	317


International Marketing	1.0	227	227


Pesticide Registration*	4.0	666	666


State Toxics Revenue Shortfall	(23)	(23)


General Inflation	(94)	(326)	(420)


       


Subtotal - Performance Changes	8.0	138	813	951


     


Total Proposed Budget	710.7	14,471	63,438	77,909


Difference	(4.3)	(275)	54	(221)


Percent Change from Current Biennium	(.6)%	(1.9)%	.1%	(.3)%








Performance Changes


         


Retrospective Rating Refund


The Department of Labor and Industries retrospective rating refund is appropriated to continue the Department of Agriculture (WSDA) safety program.  The safety program is coordinated with the Department of Labor and Industries and includes safety training for potentially hostile or dangerous situations in the field, and the acquisition of safety equipment for field and laboratory staff.  (Industrial Insurance Premium Refund Account) 


       


Computer Services Staffing


WSDA's information services section is responsible for supporting 25 departmental programs.  Three computer information consultants are provided to allow grain, food, and pesticide inspectors to rapidly track and access information on samples and inspections needed for regulatory activities and inspection services.  (Agriculture Local Account, Horticultural Districts Account, Grain and Hay Inspection Revolving Account) 


       


International Marketing


Since its inception in 1994, the Department of Agriculture estimates that its international trade development program has helped generate $36.9 million in sales of agriculture and food products overseas.  Increased funds support staff for export assistance for businesses interested in specific export markets and enhance the capacity of the Japan Office. 


       


Pesticide Registration*


WSDA has proposed legislation to increase pesticide licensing and registration fees effective January 1, 1998.  The revenue generated from these fee increases would be used to support an additional four positions to enable the Pesticide Management program to respond to increased workloads.  (Agricultural Local Account-Nonappropriated) 


       


State Toxics Revenue Shortfall


A reduction in the funding level from the State Toxics Control Account is necessary due to declining revenues.  The Agricultural Waste Pesticide Disposal program will be reduced.  (State Toxics Control Account) 


       


     





Agency Mission�
�
The mission of the Department of Agriculture is to develop and implement sound public policies which support a viable agricultural industry and which promote consumer and environmental protection.


�
�
Major Agency Strategies and Performance Measures�
�
STRATEGY


Monitor, inspect, and test the state’s food and dairy supply from producer to market.�
�
Performance Measure  (Based on Maintenance Level)


Percentage of food processing firms which have a compliance rating score of 90 or more with no critical violations each year.*�
�
�
__________ 1993-95 __________�
__________ 1995-97 ____________�
____________ 1997-99 ____________�
�
�
FY 94 Actual�
FY 95 Actual�
FY 96 Actual�
FY 97 Estimate�
FY 98 Proposed�
FY 99 Proposed�
�
Outcome�
88%�
91%�
92%�
93%�
94%�
95%�
�
*Total possible points equal 100.


�
�
STRATEGY


Regulate the use of pesticides and fertilizers by promoting the safe and legal distribution, use, and disposal of pesticides and fertilizers to reduce human exposure and environmental contamination.�
�
�
Performance Measure  (Based on Maintenance Level)


Voluntary compliance rate for correcting violations identified through inspections and investigations.�
�
�
__________ 1993-95 __________�
__________ 1995-97 _____________�
____________ 1997-99 ____________�
�
�
FY 94 Actual�
FY 95 Actual�
FY 96 Actual�
FY 97 Estimate�
FY 98 Proposed�
FY 99 Proposed�
�
Outcome�
--�
--�
90%�
90%�
90%�
95%


�
�
STRATEGY


Facilitate the movement of Washington agricultural products in domestic and international markets.�
�
�
Performance Measure  (Based on International Trade Performance Change Item)


Dollar sales achieved which are attributable to agency staff and contractors’ efforts in the International Marketing program.�
�
�
__________ 1993-95 __________�
__________ 1995-97 _____________�
____________ 1997-99 ____________�
�
�
FY 94 Actual�
FY 95 Actual�
FY 96 Actual�
FY 97 Estimate�
FY 98 Proposed�
FY 99 Proposed�
�
Outcome�
--�
-�
$22 million�
$27 million�
$33.5 million�
$40 million


�
�


















